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(unless for the sake of its consequences) and to think of it
as pleasant, are one and the same thing; and to desire any-
thing, except in proportion as the idea of it is pleasant, is a
physical and metaphysical impossibility1.'

These citations sufficiently exhibit the fundamental prin-
ciple of the theory.    Its emphatic redu^t^n^fallsr^^    ,
ofconducttoone cannbjTTB^Sl^Q^ven its delen3fers^ as <
appSrenTly^^                        with the common fefeHn^ of*

mankind, and with the language framed for its expiession.
Most persons would be affected with some surprise and
amusement on being told that in their friendships, their
family affections, their public spirit, their admiration for
noble character, their icligious trust, they had a single eye
to their own interests, and were only using their fellows,
their children, their country, their heroes, their God, as
instruments of their personal pleasure. The writers of this
school, accordingly, find their ingenuity severely taxed to
deduce states of mind which have an aspect so disinterested
from the one invariable principle of self-seeking; and the
history of their psychology affords examples of expository
contortion of natural processes numerous enough to stock
the largest museum of pathological curiosities. In. Hobbes,

*^ijfe^^^^                                              which

israJcen m nand anoT taught to wear now this mask, and
now that, of unselfish feeling. His adoption of this par-
ticular key to the passions and affections he justifies as
follows: ' Conception of the future is but a supposition of the
same, proceeding from the remembrance of what is past;
and we so far conceive that an} thing will be heteafter, as we
know there is something at the present that hath power to
produce it; and that anything hath power now to produce
another thing hereafter we cannot conceive, but by remem-
brance that it hath produced the like heretofore. Wherefore,
all conception of the future is conception of power able to
produce something* Whosoever, therefore, expecteth plea-
sure to come, must conceive wthal some power in himself
1 Utilitarianism, p. 57,